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In the Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A method for facilitating treatment of prostate tissue, 
comprising 

delivering a treatment tool to a treatment site within the body of a subj e ct in need thoroofa 
prostate^ bv comprising : 

a) placing a guiding element at a reference sit e within a prostatic 
urethra said reference site having a known spatial relationship with said treatment 
site; b e ing at a first distanc e from said tr e atment sit e , said tr e atm e nt site b e ing in a 
first dir e ction from said r e f e r e nc e site; and 

b) generating a signal at one of a group consisting of said guiding 
element and said treatment tool: 

c) remotelv detecting said generated signal: and 

d) utilizing said remotelv detected signal to guide deliverv of 
said treatment tool to said treatment site. 

b) utilizing a positioning tool to guid e a treatment tool to a 

locus so position e d that a s e cond distanc e , from said guiding e l e m e nt to 
said locus, is substantially similar to said first distanc e , and a s e cond 
dir e ction, fix)m said guiding e l e m e nt to said locus, is sub s tantially similar 
to said first dir e ction fit)m said r e f e r e nce site to said tr e atm e nt sit e ; 
th e r e by positioning said tr e atment tool substantially at said treatm e nt sit e . 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising utilizing 
said remotelv detected signal to orient a positioning tool with respect to said treatment 
target and utilizing said positioning tool to guide advancement of said treatment tool 
toward said treatment target w h e r e in said positioning tool is a mechanical devioo opemblo 
to position said treatment tool at said second distanc e from said guiding elem e nt a ad-m 
said second dir e ction from said guiding element. 
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3. (Currently amended) The method of claim^-47 wherein said positioning 
tool is an electro-mechanical device. 

op e rable to position said tr e atment tool at ooid oooond diatonoo from ooid guiding e l e m e nt 
and in said oeoond dir e ction from said guiding olomont 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising utilizing a 
wherein said positioning tool io a p osition-reporting device operablo to report information 
gleaned from said detected signal to a surgeon, thereby enabling said surgeon to 
a ppropriately guide said treatment tool towards said treatment target . t o r e port distanc e 
and direction from said guiding e lement to said treatment tool, th e r e by providing 
information enabling a surgeon to position said treatm e nt tool at a said second distanc e 
from said guiding el e m e nt and in said direction from said guiding e l e m e nt. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising using a catheter to 
place said guiding element at said reference site. 

6. (Original) The method of claim S, wherein said guiding element is 
integrated with said catheter. 

7. (Cuirently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said signal is 
generated bv a signal generator comprised in said treatment tool, and said generated signal 
is detected bv a signal detector comprised within said guiding element r e f e r e no e sit e is a 
s e l e ct e d portion of a natuml body conduit 

8. (Cuirently amended) The method of claim ^i, wherein said signal is 
generated bv a signal generator comprised within said guiding element and said generated 
signal is detected bv a signal detector comprised within said positioning tool. 

wher e in said natural body conduit is a urethra. 



4 

9. (withdrawn) The method of claim 7, wherein said natural body conduit is a 
blood vessel. 

10. (withdrawn) The method of claim 7, wherein said natural body conduit is a 
bronchial tube. 

11. (withdrawn) The method of claim 7, wherein said natural body conduit is 
an intestine. 

12. (withdrawn) The method of claim 7, wherein said natural body conduit is a 

colon. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim L further comprising utilizing 
said treatment tool to treat tissue at said treatment site. 

A m e thod for tr e ating tiasue at a tr e atm e nt sit e within th e body of a subject, 
oomprioing: 

^ deliv e ring a tr e atment tool to a tr e atm e nt sit e within th e body of a subj e ct, 

by 

i) placing a guiding e l e m e nt at a r e f e r e nc e sit e at a first distanc e from said 

tr e atment sit e , said treatment sit e b e ing in q first dir e ction from said reference oito; and 

«) utilizing a positioning toot to guide a treatm e nt tool to a locus so positioned 

that a s e cond distance, from said guiding e lement to said locus, is substantially similar to 
said first distanc e , and a second direction, from said guiding e l e ment to said loouo, is 
substantially similar to said first dir e ction, 

thereby positioning said tr e atm e nt tool substantially at said tr e atm e nt sit e ; and 

b) utilizing said tr e atment tool to tr e at said tissu e at said treatm e nt site. 



14. (Currently amended) Hie method of claim 13, fiirther comprising utilizing 
said treatment tool to ablate a blatinp prostate tissue. 
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15. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein said treatment site is a volume 
of tissue situated less than a selected maximum distance from said guiding element and 
more than a selected minimum distance from said guiding element. 

16. (Original) The method of claim IS, wherein said guiding element is a 
guiding segment having a length in excess of 1 cm. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claim +2, wherein said positioning 
tool comprises a template having an aperture sized and shaped to permit passage of said 
treatment tool. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein said aperture is sized and 
shaped to orient said treatment tool in a predetermined direction. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein said predetermined direction 
is perpendicular to said template. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein said template comprises a 
plurality of apertures, each aperture sized and shaped to permit passage of a treatment 
tool. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein said guiding element is a 
guiding segment which is substantially straight and has a length in excess of 1 cm. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising orienting said 
template to be perpendicular to a long axis of said guiding segment 

23. (Currently amended) The method of claim 2. further comprising ablating 
tissue near, but not touching, said prostatic urethra. comprising: A m e thod for tr e ating 
B e nign Prostate Hyporploflia by ablating prostat e tiaouo proximat e to, but not oontiguoua 
to, a prostatic ur e thra, comprising: 
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a) utilizing a catheter to introduce into a -said p rostatic urethra a guiding 
element embodied as a substantially straig^it guiding segment oriented in a first 
orientation , said guiding segment comprises a signal transmitter: 

b) orientinp p roviding a template having a plurality of apertures spaced 
around a central poin t and orienting said template so that longitudinal axes of said 
apertures are parallel to said first orientation by . so that aoid t e mplat e is p e rp e ndicular to 
said first ori e ntatio n using a signal detector attached to said template to detect a signal 
generated bv said signal transmitter, and manipulating said template orientation until an 
output fix)m said signal detector is minimized, thereby so orienting said template: 

c) moving said template to equalize readings fiom a plurality of sensors, 
thereby c entering said template with respect to said guiding segment in such a way that a 
line» in said first orientation, extending from said guiding segment to said template, would 
intersect said template at said central point; 

d) deploying a oluralitv of treatm e nt tool sa t least one treatment tool through 
at least one of s aid plurality of ^rtures; and 

e) utilizing at least som e of s ai d deployed treatment tools to ablate tissue of 
said prostate, 

thereby tr e ating B e nign Prostate Hyperplosia by a blating prostate tissue proximate to n ear> 
but not touchin go ontiguous to. a ^aid p rostatic urethra. 

24. (Currently amended) A method for delivering a treatment tool to a 
treatment site within the body of a subject, comprising: 

a) using a catheter, which catheter comprises rigid sections joined bv joints 
which are both flexible and lockable. to place a guiding element at a reference site within 
a prostatic urethra, said reference site having a known spatial relationship to said 
treatment site: 

b) attaching a template to said catfieter and locking said lockable joints: and 

c) utilizing said template to guide a treatment tool towards said treatment site. 
Th e method of claim 5, wh e r e in said cath e ter compris e s a plurality of joints lookabl e at 
fixed angles. 
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25. (Currently amended) The method of claim wherein said catheter 
joints are lockable at a variety of angles, and at least some of said joints comprise a sensor 
oomprioes a plumlity of variable joints joining rigid segments, e ach of said variable joints 
inoperable to report an angle at which segments adjacent thereto are joined. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 25, further comprising orienting said 
template with respect to said guiding segment by attaching said template to said catheter 
at an angle calculated as a function of a sum of said reported angles of said plurality of 
variable joints, 

27. (Currently amended) The method of claim 24> wherein each of said joints 
locks at a predetermined fixed angle. 

Th e method of claim 25, furth e r comprising orienting said plane of said t e mplat e 
by a e l e oting a t e mplate position which minimiz e s a signal, receiv e d at a sensor mounted 
on said t e mplate, which signal originat e s at a signal transmitter proximate to said guiding 
s e gment 

28. (withdrawn) The method of claim 25, further comprising centering said 
template with respect to said guiding segment by selecting a template position which 
equalizes strengths of signals received at a plurality of sensors monitored on said 
template, which signals originate at a signal transmitter proximate to said guiding 
segment 

29. (Currently amended) An apparatus for delivering a treatment tool to a 
treatment site within a prostate t he body of a subject comprising: 

a) a guiding element operable to be placed at a reference site within a 
prostatic urethra, said reference site having a known spatial relationship with said 
treatment site, said exiiding element comprises a signal generaton a t a first distance from 
said treatm e nt sit e , said treatm e nt sit e b e ing in a first direction from said r e ference site; 
andoftd 
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b) a positioning tool operable to guide insertion of a treatment tool into said 
prostate, said positioning tool comprises at least one signal detector operable to detect a 
signal generated bv said signal generator, t o a looua so positioned that a s e cond distonoo. 
fix)m said guiding el e ment to said loous, is substantially oimilor to said first diotono e , and a 
second direction, from said guiding olom e nt to said locus, is substantially s imilar to said 
first dir e ction from said rofcrono e site to said tr e atment site. 

30. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 29, wherein said positioning 
tool is a mechanical device operable to guide p osition s aid treatment tool to a position at a 
selected distance from said guiding element. a t said s e cond distance from said guiding 
e l e ment and in said seoond direction from said guiding e l e m e nt. 

31. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 29, wherein said positioning 
tool is an electro-mechanical device operable to position said treatment tool at a selected 
said s e oond distance from said guiding element ^ and in said seoond du"ootion from said 
guiding e l e m e nt 

32. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 29, wherein said positioning 
tool comprisesi s a position-reporting device operable to report distance and direction fix)m 
said guiding element to said treatment tool, thereby providing infonnation enabling a 
surgeon to position said treatment tool at a said second distance fix)m said guiding element 
and in said direction from said guiding element. 

33. (Original) The apparatus of claim 29, fiulher comprising a catheter 
operable to place said guiding element at said reference site. 

34. (Original) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein said guiding element is 
integrated with said catheter. 
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35. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a treatment tool 
operable to ablate tissue. 

36. (Original) The apparatus of claim 29, wherein said guiding element is a 
guiding segment having a length in excess of 1 cm. 

37. (Original) The apparatus of claim 29, wherein said positioning tool 
comprises a template having an aperture sized and shaped to permit passage of said 
treatment tool. 

38. (Original) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein said aperture is sized and 
shaped to orient said treatment tool in a predetermined direction. 

39. (Original) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein said predetermined 
direction is perpendicular to said template. 

40. (Original) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein said template comprises a 
plurality of apertures, each aperture sized and shaped to permit passage of a treatment 
tool. 

41. (Original) The ^paratus of claim 37, wherein said guidmg element is a 
guiding segment which is substantially straight and has a length in excess of 1 cm. 

42. (Original) The apparatus of claim 41, further comprising orienting means 
for orienting said template in an orientation perpendicular to a long axis of said guiding 
segment. 

43. (Currently amended) An apparatus for delivering a treatment tool to a 
treatment site within a prostate, comprising: 

a) a catheter which comprises 
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i) a distal portion which includes a guiding element formed for 
insertion into a prostatic urethra: and 

ii) a medial portion which comprises a plurality of rigid sections 
joined bv flexible joints which are lockable into fixed angles: 

b) a template which comprises apertures sized and shaped to said treatment 
tool and to guide advancement of said treatment tool therethrough. 

Tho apparatus of claim 33, wh e r e in said oathotor comprisofl a plurality of joints 
lookable at fixed angles. 

44. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 4353^, wherein at least some 
of said joints comprise sensors said catheter comprises a plurality of variable joints 
joining rigid s e gm e nts, e ach of said variabl e joints is operable to report an angle at which 
segments adjacent thereto are joined. 

45. (Original) The apparatus of claim 44, further comprising a servomotor 
operable to orient said template perpendicularly to said guiding segment. 

46. (Original) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein said servomotor is operable 
to orient said template with respect to said catheter at an angle calculated as a fimction of 
a sum of said reported angles of said plurality of variable joints. 

47. (Original) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein said guiding element 
comprises a signal transmitter and said template comprises a signal sensor. 

48. (Original) The apparatus of claim 47, wherein said signal sensor is 
operable to report a signal whose strength is a function of an angle of orientation of said 
template with respect to said guiding segment 

49. (Original) The apparatus of claim 48, wherein said signal sensor is 
operable to report a signal whose strength is at a minimum when said template is 
perpendicular to said guiding segment. 
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50. (Original) The apparatus of claim 47, further comprising a plurality of 
sensors operable to receive a signal generated by said signal transmitter. 

51. (Original) The apparatus of claim 50, wherein said plurality of sensors is 
operable to report substantially equal signal strengths when said template is both 
perpendicular to, and centered with respect to, said guiding element. 

52. (Original) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein said catheter is operable to 
be flexible, and also operable to be stiff. 

53. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 52, wherein said catheter 
comprises an inflation lumen, and said catheter is operable to be rendered stiff throughout 
at least a substantial portion of its length b v introduction of pressurized fluid into said 
inflation lumen. 

54. (Original) The apparatus of claim 52, wherein said catheter is operable to 
be stiffened by insertion of an insertable stiffening element 

55. (Original) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein said guiding element 
comprises a transmitter. 

56. (Original) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein said guiding element 
comprises a sensor operable to detect a signal transmitted by said signal transmitter and 
reflected fix>m a treatment tool. 

57. (Original) The apparatus of claim 56, further comprising a display system 
operable to receive information from said sensor. 
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58. (Original) The apparatus of claim 56, further comprising a controller 
operable to calculate movements required to deliver said treatment tool to said treatment 
site, based on information provided by said sensor. 

59. (Original) The apparatus of claim 55, further comprising a treatment tool 
which comprises a sensor operable to detect a signal transmitted by said transmitter. 

60. (Original) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein said guiding element 
comprises a sensor, and further comprising a treatment tool which comprises a transmitter, 
said sensor is operable to detect a signal transmitted by said transmitter. 

61. (Original) The apparatus of claim 60, further comprising a display system 
operable to receive information from said sensor. 

62. (Original) The apparatus of claim 60, further comprising a controller 
operable to calculate movements required to deliver said treatment tool to said treatment 
site, based on information provided by said sensor. 

63. (withdrawn) An apparatus for delivering a treatment tool to a treatment 
site in the body of a subject, comprismg: 

a) an imaging device; 

b) a catheter which comprises a guiding element designed and constructed to 
be rendered visible by said imaging system, and to appear distinct from other objects 
imaged by said imaging system; and 

c) a treatment tool which comprises a distal portion designed and constructed 
to be rendered visible by said imaging system, and to appear distinct from other objects 
imaged by said imaging system. 
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Amendments to the Drawings: 

Please find attached replacement drawing sheets, designated as Sheets 1/23, 3/23, 
4/23, 5/23, 6/23, 7/23, 8/23, 10/23, 11/23, 12/23, 13/23, 14/23, 15/23, 16/23, 18/23, 
20/23, 21/23, 22/23, and 23/23. These include amendments to the figures whereby labels 
have been supplied for various objects, as required by the Examiner. 



